
#WhyJournalism In-Class Video Assignment (Worth 4 participation points)  
 
Video Shooting (Worth 1 points)  
 
Get with your partner and your equipment and find a place to shoot.  
 
Your location MUST be:  
-Quiet  
-Well lit 
-Have a neutral background 
 
Set up your camera, tripod, mic and test your equipment.  
 
Check your audio levels to make sure you are getting quality sound.  
 
Frame your interview using Rule of Thirds. Give the person room to speak. Give headroom and nose 
room. Set up your shot so subject is not looking directly at camera. About 30 degree angle. Make sure 
there is light on subject’s face.  
 
Interview each other about Why Journalism? Ask questions that require a sentence to answer. Avoid 
yes/no questions or two-part questions. Ask questions that evoke feelings, emotions and opinions. Take 
turns interviewing each other. Encourage the person to answer the questions in full sentences (ie “My 
name is Mark” vs. “Mark”)  
 
Interview questions: 
-What is your name, age and hometown?  
-What is (are) your major(s) and minor(s)? 
-Why are you studying journalism?  
-What do you like about the process of journalism?  
-What is the appeal of the profession? Why journalism and not something else?  
-What do you hope to do with your degree after you graduate?  
-How do you feel about the current state of journalism?  
-Are you optimistic about the future of journalism? Why or why not?  
-What is your dream job? 
 
Check your video. If it is not good quality - ie sound, light, answers - then do it again.  
 
Create a new file. Repeat interview with other person/people in your group.  
 
When you are finished, transfer your interviews to your computer.  
 
Save a copy of each file on your flashdrive for safe keeping.  
 
  



 
#WhyJournalism In-Class Video Assignment (Worth 4 participation points) – Part 2 
 
Video Editing (Worth 3 points) 
 
Your goal is to edit the best and most compelling video possible. How you edit is up to you. But your 
goal is to try to convey why your classmates study journalism – and find things that might appeal to 
others interested in journalism. You can edit however you wish. You can use title cards. You can use 
music and sound effects already loaded into video editing software. Or you can use music as long as it 
is Creative Commons. Try http://freemusicarchive.org/ 
 
Trade SD cards and collect five (5) interviews from your classmates (not including your own). 
 
Review all of the interviews. Make notes on specific people and soundbites that you want to include.  
 
Log your clips. Transcribe the beginning of the soundbites you want to use. Plan out your edit. 

For example: 
 
Sam 
:17 “I believe journalism is the most important…. 
 
Monica 
:1:42 “If I had to choose between being a journalist and a… 

 
Make sure you have a good opening shot. Your story angle should be clear in the first 20 seconds of 
your video. 

Import videos into the editing software of your choice: Final Cut or Adobe Premiere. 
 
Use one computer. One editing program. Pay attention to the path and where your project is saved. 

Edit on rests. When the person stops talking or moving.  

Avoid jump cuts. Use cross dissolve and fade to black transitions sparingly. 

Use lower thirds (full names and occupation/role) or have people introduce themselves. 

Make sure you have a closing shot. 

Edit your videos into one piece. Max is 2 min. 
 
Create a title card that says “#WhyJournalism?”  
 
When you are finished, export your video as a medium sized file. And give me a copy on a flashdrive.  
 


